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News of the Twin Rivers Quilter’s Guild
New Bern, North Carolina
2021 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

From the President

President: Sandy Drechsler

Hello Quilt Members!

Vice President/Programs: Jenny Nebe

2021 is here! I know we are all eager for TRQG
to be back in the church conducting business as
usual! In the meantime, the Officers, Board and myself are going to take the “Bull by the Horns” and move on. Our challenge
is to start thinking outside the box!
SURVEY: I want to thank all who completed the Survey I distributed the end of November 2020. Members consistently reported
that there were three things they liked best about the Guild and
our Guild Meetings – Show & Tell, Fellowship and Learning/
Classes. Show & Tell was #1! The Board has begun to discuss
how we can shake things up and focus mainly on Show & Tell,
Learning/Classes and Fellowship at all Guild Meetings. It should
be fun! The guild has a lot of creative members who are always
willing to participate. So, come along with us and share your ideas with me or any Officer or Board Member.

Treasurer: Jackie Harrison
Secretary: Laura Miller
Block of the Month: Ed Dzobia
Charity Quilts:
• Children—Lorraine Wocel
• Military — Mary Daughtery
• Nursing Home — Jan Penner
• Kitty Pillows — Ruth Powers
Communications:
• Newsletter—Paula Gramley
• Technology — Karen Hallquist
• Website/Facebook — Lynn Peck-Collins
Community Education: Sandy Drechsler
Community Relief Fund: Nancy
Hausman
• Coastal Woman’s Shelter — Nancy Hausman
Community Service: Alvina Diello/Pat Phelps
Door Monitoring: Evelyn Bernhardt

BUSINESS MEETINGS: To shake things up - our January 14,
2021 Business Meeting was conducted through “Facebook
Live.” A big thanks to Karen Hallquist for helping me to set up
FB Live and giving me the support to “Just Do It”! Unfortunately,
there weren’t as many members watching in real time as I had
hoped. It was our first try and definitely a new learning experience for most of us! I can say, Hollywood is not knocking on our
doors! FYI - for those members who weren’t able to be a
part of that meeting, it is posted under “Videos” on TRQG
Facebook Page in its entirety. Check it out. Within the crazy
filming are some good updates!
Cont. on page 2

Library: Geri Reid

Membership: Diana Rezab
Member at Large/Founding Member: Helen Williams
New Member Mentoring: Cathy Cox
Sunshine: Kay Amend
2021 Spring Retreat: Kathy Farra/Sandy
Drechsler
2021 Fall Retreat: Sandy Smith/Jeanne Batten
2021 Christmas Luncheon: Pat Boni/Mary Phelps
2021 Day of Sharing: OPEN
2021-22 Raffle Quilt Construction: Sally Cornford
2021 Raffle Quilt Sales: OPEN

2022 Quilt Show: Gail Banks

Black, White & Bright!
February Block of the
Month
Until we can resume regular meetings, we are going to have a Block
of the Month that you can do at
home from your stash.
Our first BOM is the Wagon
Tracks block. You’ll find the directions for this block at the Generations Quilt Patterns website:
www.generations-quiltpatterns.com/wagon-tracks-quiltblock.html
Use the cutting directions to make
the 9 inch
block size. Or
you can use
your favorite
method to make this block...just so
your finished block size will be 9
inches (9.5 inches unfinished).
Guidelines:
• Use any combination of black,

white and one or more bright
fabrics.

From the President (continued)

COMMUNICATION: I know as Vice President, I urged members to
use the website as a major source of information/updates. Based on
the survey results, the Board has agreed that the newsletter, website, meeting minutes and emails will be TRQG main sources of information and updates from now on. Guild meetings will focus more
on Show & Tell, Fellowship and Learning about Quilting and less on
routine reporting. We are QUILTERS not reporters!
COMMITTEES: Sandy Smith has stepped down as Chairperson for
the Newsletter and Day of Sharing. I want to personally thank
Sandy for the many years of work and dedication she has given this
Guild. Both of these are huge responsibilities.
Gratefully, after our FB Live meeting, I had several Members call
and agree to take over a Committee. A big thanks to the following
members for stepping up: Newsletter Editor, Paula Gramley; Christmas Luncheon, Pat Boni and Mary Phelps; Library, Geri Reid;
Technology, Karen Hallquist; and Door Monitor, Evelyn Bernhardt. I
also want to thank all Members who have agreed to remain Chair of
their Committee. We still need a Chairperson for DAY OF SHARING and RAFFLE QUILT TICKET SALES! You will see on the
Committee Sheet (page 6 in this newsletter) and on the website that
we need lots of Buddies. For all you “new” or “almost new” Members, it’s a great way to get involved and it’s always good to have
“new” ideas!
Hopefully this brings you all up to date on my part! Be sure to
“Tune In” to our NEXT Facebook Live Business Meeting February 11 at 10:00! You can join from the TRQG website (click the Facebook link at the upper right corner) or from your Facebook page.

• We suggest you make either

two or three of the blocks.
• Once we can resume meetings

in person, we will collect two of
your blocks.
• One will be collected for a

drawing for all participants to
win that group of blocks.
• One block will be collected

as material for future charity
quilts for children or nursing
homes.
• If you make a third block,

keep it for yourself for a sampler quilt!

Be well!
— Sandy Drechsler

Spring Retreat: March 28-April 2
Registration is now open for the retreat at The Islander Motel
on Emerald Isle. A non-refundable $20 cash deposit is required which will cover the cost of three meals and any supplies we will need. Rooms are available @$89 per night and
can be booked now. Yes, rooms can be shared. This room
rate is valid for reservations made through Feb. 28. We already have 14 participants signed up! If you want to join us,
let Sandy Drechsler or me know and we will add you to the
list. It will be a wonderful time for all.
—Kathy Farrar
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NEW! Communications Crew
Technology Committee
Hey quilters! I want to introduce myself to you. I am Karen
Hallquist and I am the new Technology Chairperson for the
guild. I’ve been a member of the guild since 2013 and have been
fairly active during certain months of the year because I am often
traveling either in our sailboat or our motorhome. I feel I can manage being the technology chair when I travel. I have a degree in
Information Technology from Louisiana State University but most
often found myself in management positions when we moved
around the country with my husband’s job. I’m glad to be volunteering my time to the guild.
— Karen Hallquist

Website/Facebook Committee
Happy New Year to all! I will be working with Sandy Drechsler and
our new “technology crew” to make improvements to our TRQG
website. Sandy is now an authorized Facebook Editor, I remain as
TRQG Facebook page Administrator. What does that mean to
you? – If you have photos of TRQG activities and would like them
posted on Facebook, send them (via email or text) to either Sandy
or I and we will post them. Be sure to include some general information about the event. We will reserve the TRQG Website for
general information, and Facebook for our Social sharing. Thank
you, keep making all those beautiful quilts!
— Lynn Peck-Collins, 410-302-2929, lpeckcollins@gmail.com.

Newsletter Committee
Hello! I am the new editor for the newsletter, and I am also new to
New Bern and Twin Rivers Quilt Guild. I retired to New Bern in January 2020 and immediately joined the guild, but was only able to
attend two meetings before the virus shut things down. I’m pleased
to be able to volunteer for our newsletter. My career included more
than 20 years working with hospital public relations, foundations
and community health needs assessments. I have done newsletters both professionally and as a community volunteer. I look forward to learning about TRQG and meeting more of you! Please let
me know if you have content for the newsletter or any questions.
— Paula Gramley, 217-737-2980, cuppatea_8@msn.com
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Two New Members!
We are so pleased to welcome
two new people to our guild!
Donna Clark
1500 Columbus Ct., New Bern,
28560
978-764-6282,
donnaclark495@gmail.com
Donna has been quilting about 25
years. She likes working with wool
crafts and gardening. Donna was
introduced to the guild by Sandy
Drechsler.
Stephanie Seymore
3007 River LN., New Bern, 28562
349-8261,
sseymore@embarqmail.com.
Stephanie moved 20 years ago
from Alaska, where she learned to
quilt. She works with Sewing on
the River with their Facebook
page. She also has a quilt business called Stitching Memories
Quilts doing shirts and other
memory quilts. Stephanie was introduced to the guild through Sewing on the River.
The 2021 Directories will be
available the first week in February. This year, due to COVID,
we will be mailing the directories to each guild member’s
home.
— Membership Chair Diana
Rezab, 617-3819,
drezab@yahoo.com

New Member Mentoring
Welcome to our new members and new mentors. We have neglected you during
the pandemic, but are looking forward to including you in a big way very soon at
our first NMM meeting of 2021. All new members from 2020 to date and all mentors are invited!

“Bee Together” Coffee
Feb. 25, 10:30 a.m. at the home of Cathy Cox
216 Forest Oak Dr., New Bern
We will distance and wear masks for safety. Come and learn a lot about our guild!

Volunteers Needed

Day of
Sharing
Chair
Needed

Vice President’s Message: Program
Committee
Attention: I am in need of volunteers for the program committee. Many of last years team members are not able to participate this year. Please
contact me as soon as possible if you are able to
help define the upcoming programs.

If you can coordinate our 2021
Day of Sharing,
please contact
Sandy
Drechsler

—Jenny Nebe

2021-22 Raffle Quilt
Committee

New! Door
Monitor Committee

The Raffle Quilt Committee is being headed by
Sally Cornford but it needs additional volunteers.
Please contact Sally as soon as possible if you can
help with this committee.

The new Door Monitor Committee is looking for
members to sign up. We need people to man the
door on Thursdays so members can get in for
meetings and Stitch & Chat. We need to keep the
church building secure while we are using it. I will
have a monthly sign up sheet ready at the next
board meeting.

2021 Raffle Quilt Ticket Sale
Someone is needed to oversee the ticket sales for
the new 2021-22 raffle quilt that will be constructed. Please talk to Sandy Drechsler if you can help.

Thank you,
Evelyn Bernhardt

Sunshine Report
We offer our sympathy to Bunny (Linda) Igoe, a former member of our
guild. Her husband passed away.
A get-well card was sent to TRQG member Marty Dzobia, who had a fall
but is doing well.
If you know of a TRQG member who is ill or who has suffered a loss,
please contact Kay Amend.
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Charity Quilts
Nursing Home
Quilts

ment. I will contact the VA nursing facility in Kinston
to make arrangements for another delivery soon.
—Mary Daugherty

Happy New
Year! This past year
has been a crazy time
for everyone. Covid
19 has really shortened our months of
meetings, Stitch and Chat sessions and of course
Show and Tell. Hopefully we can get back together
soon. In the meantime please keep on staying positive and making lap quilts, fidget pads or bibs.

Children's Quilts
We donated a total of 43 quilts in 2020. I haven't yet
received any quilts yet this year. I am sure there are
many quilts just waiting to be turned in.
—Lorraine Wocel

Kitty Pillows
Thanks to these ladies who donated kitty pillows the
past couple of months: Karen Dodd-1, Linda Sullivan
-5, Chris Youngs-3, Lorraine Wocel-6, Ruth Powers4.

A total of 54 nursing home quilts and 20 fidget quilts
were donated in 2020. Not bad for a few months. I
thank you all for giving to our community that are in
facilities in Craven County and beyond.

You can always take your pillows to the Colonial
Capital Humane Society Flea Market on Trent Rd on
Fridays. Just tell them what they are for—the kitties
at the shelter. Thank you, ladies.
—Ruth Powers

If you have made items for Nursing Homes, you can
bring them to me at the Church on our scheduled
Guild Business Meetings.
Love ‘n hugs,
—Jan Penner

Donation Quilt Sizes

Military Quilts
If anyone has stretcher quilts or donation quilts for
the VA, I will be happy to meet you or pick them up.
A large box of quilts will be sent to the USO in Lagnstuhl Germany, since there are enough for a ship-

•

Lap Quilts: 40x50 inches, cotton fabric

•

Military Stretcher Quilts: 40x60 inches, cotton
fabric

•

Nursing Home Fidget Quilts: 20x25 inches

NEW COMMUNITY REQUEST
New Bern Humane Society is having a fund raiser in February and has
asked if TRQG might donate a quilt for one of the baskets. If anyone
has a quilt you are willing to donate (one with animals would be quite
fitting!) please contact, Lisa Hawkins @ 675-1668

Twin Rivers Quilt Guild
Monthly Board Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. on designated dates for all officers
and committee chairs (meeting is open to all members)
Monthly Business Meetings begin at 10 a.m. on designated dates (open to all
members and visitors); the door is open at 9. We recommend you arrive no later
than 9:30 to sign up for events, turn in donations, etc.
• Annual Dues: $30
• Member-led demonstrations and workshops: Free, open for members
• Professional Teacher Workshops: $10 for half-day; $20 for full day
(nonrefundable, due at sign up), open for members
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REMINDER: The
official TRQG
nametag must be
worn to all
meetings at Temple
Baptist Church to maintain building
security for the church’s preschool
and other programs.

2021 Committees:
Volunteers Needed
COMMITTEE
Block of the Month

CHAIR

BUDDY

Ed Dzobia

NEED

Children

Lorraine Wocel

NEED

Military

Mary Daughtery

NEED

Nursing Home

Jan Penner

Marie Garber, Linda Sullivan, Chris Youngs

Kitty Pillows

Ruth Powers

Charity Quilts

Communications
Newsletter

Paula Gramley

Technology (NEW)

Karen Hallquist

Website/Facebook

Lynn Peck-Collins

Karen Hallquist

Community Education (NEW)

Sandy Drechsler

Carolyn Hansen

Community Relief Fund

Nancy Hausman

Officers Executive Team

Nancy Hausman

NEED

Coastal Woman’s Shelter
Community Service Projects

Alvina Diello/Pat Phelps

Door Monitoring (NEW)

Evelyn Bernhardt

Library

Geri Reid

Member at Large/Founding Member

Helen Williams

Membership

Diana Rezab

Sue Marra

New Member Mentoring

Cathy Cox

Carolyn Hansen

Programs

Jenny Nebe

NEED

Sunshine

Kay Amend

Evelyn Bernhardt

2021 Spring Retreat

Kathy Farra

Sandy Drechsler

2021 Fall Retreat

Sandy Smith

2021 Day of Sharing

NEED

NEED

2021 Christmas Luncheon

Pat Boni

Mary Phelps

2021 Raffle Quilt Construction

Sally Cornford

Laura Miller, Jenny Nebe

NEED

NEED 4 MORE BUDDIES!
2021 Raffle Quilt Sales

NEED

2022 Quilt Show

Gail Banks
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ADDITIONAL DATES
Jan. 28, 9:30, Stitch & Chat
Mar. 4, 9:30, Board Meeting
Mar. 11, 10:00 Facebook Live
Business Meeting
Mar. 18, 9:30 Stitch & Chat
Mar. 25, 9:30, Stitch & Chat

February
2021
SUN

MON
1

TUES
2
Groundhog
Day

WED

Mar. 28-Apr. 2, Spring Retreat
(contact Kathy Farrar)
Apr. 1, 9:30 Stitch & Chat
Apr. 8, 9:30 Board Meeting, Stitch &
Chat
Apr. 14, 10:00, Business Meeting

THURS

3

4

9:30 Board Meeting @
Church

FRI

SAT

5

6

9:30 Stitch & Chat

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

Presidents’
Day

Mardi Gras

22

23

24

25

26

27

5 March

6 March

10:00 Facebook Live
Business Meeting

Super Bowl

14

21

9:30 Stitch & Chat

9:30 Stitch & Chat
10:30 New Member
Coffee at the home of
Cathy Cox (216 Forest
Oak Dr., New Bern)

28

1 March

2 March

3 March

4 March

9:30 Board Meeting @
Church
9:30 Stitch & Chat
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