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News of the Twin Rivers Quilter’s Guild 
New Bern, North Carolina 

2022 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President: Sandy Drechsler 

Vice President/Programs: Open 

Treasurer: Jackie Harrison 

Secretary: Laura Miller 

Block of the Month: Chantal Huestis/Lilly Lucier 

Charity Quilts: 

•  Children—Lorraine Wocel 

•  Military — Mary Daugherty/Jeanne Batten 

•  Nursing Home — Jan Penner 

Communications: 

• Newsletter—Paula Gramley 

• Technology/Website/Facebook — Karen 
Hallquist 

Community Education: Sandy Drechsler 

Community Relief Fund: Executive Committee 

• Coastal Woman’s Shelter — Nancy Hausman 

Community Service: Alvina Diello/Pat Philips 

Door Monitoring: Evelyn Bernhardt 

Library: Claudia Moran/Gail Dorman 

Member at Large/Founding Member: Helen Williams 

Member Outreach: Cathy Cox/Sandy Drechsler 

Membership: Diana Rezab 

New Member Mentoring: Carolyn Hansen 

Sunshine: Kay Amend 

2022 New Member Tea: Carolyn Hansen 

2022 Christmas Luncheon: Evelyn Bernhardt/
Kathy Farrar 

2022 Fall Retreat: Sandy Smith/Jeanne Batten 

2023 Winter Retreat: Sue Kleeman/Ruth Powers 

2023 Spring Retreat: Kathy Farrar/Sandy Drechsler 

2021-22 Raffle Quilt Construction: Sally Cornford 

2021-2022 Raffle Quilt Sales: Evelyn Bernhardt/
Kathy Farrar 

2022 Quilt Show: Jan Penner/Carolyn Hansen/ Ed 
Dzioba  

uilters’ 
uill 

From the President 

Greetings from Pittsburgh, PA!  Sorry I missed 

the picnic. I heard it was a great time with lots of 

good food and entertainment.    

FYI’S  

• June 23 is our “Sew Day” at Sewing on the River.  Mary 

Quay will be there with her “Boutique” Sewing Project – One 

Yard Totes. Come sew for yourself or for the TRQG Quilt 

Show. We realize the space is limited.  If too many members 

show up – we will work something out. More the merrier! 

• July 28 “Sew Day” at Sewing on the River will have an-

other “Boutique” Sewing Project - yet to be determined.  

• Remember, there are no Board or Business Meetings in 

July. Stitch and Chat continues the entire month.  Alvina 

and I are discussing a possible workshop for July. 

• Members will be notified of all July projects/

information through email. There will not be a 

July newsletter. 

Whether you continue meeting at the church or 

SOTR on Thursday’s in July or not, have a great 

hot summer month and we will see everyone back 

in August. —Sandy Drechsler 

Tool Bag Workshop is June 30 

Alvina Diello is having a workshop to make her tool 
bag. Please sign up and get the supply list from her. 

Date:  Thursday, June 30 
Time:  9:30 am 
Place: Church 

Bring supplies, sewing machine, basic sewing sup-
plies. And also bring your lunch. 
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 You’ve heard of  “Where’s Waldo?”  

 Well, “Where is Sandy Smith?” 

She has been missing from our Guild meetings recently. So maybe our 

new members haven’t even met her yet.  Most of us know Sandy as 

the Retreat Maven. Yes, she attends almost every retreat and currently 

coordinates the Holiday Retreat at Trinity Center.  She is also known 

as the Queen of our ‘Days of Sharing.’ Sandy has chaired many of these memorable events. We all have 

fond memories of her late husband Chuck, an honorary member of the TRQG, making those very cool favors 

and showing up to help us all decorate. 

Sandy is the owner of Shady Brook Bernidoodles. She breeds gorgeous, lovable Berniedoodle puppies. She 

was also a much sought after longarm quilter until Covid came along and she passed on her business to her 

daughter, Katherine Haleen, also a member of Twin Rivers Quilters Guild. Sandy is the proud mother of four 

children, seven grandchildren and four great grands! 

The Smiths live on a serene farm in Maysville that includes a daughter, son-in-

law, three grandchildren and lots of critters. She came to us from California via 

Arizona. You may not know that in her first career, she was a contract special-

ist who supervised ship building in San Diego. As a matter of fact, she helped 

to build the famous USS Mercy hospital ship. 

SHE HAS BEEN FOUND! 

Sandy is journeying forty days and forty nights in the company of our friend, 

Jackie Prichard, (Owner of Quilt Lizzy of Jacksonville) and her husband Tom-

my. They’ve taken off in a brand-new RV. They’ve already been to The Ark, 

Creation Museum, Missouri Star Quilts, Mt. Rushmore and are on their way to 

Paducah, New Orleans, Graceland and the Mighty Mississippi! 

When she returns, you will not find a gentler spirit or truer friend. Seek out her 

down-to-earth wisdom and enjoy her sparkling laugh. Thank you for being our 

beloved quilt sister, Sandy Smith. 

By Cathy Cox 

 

NEW QUILT COLLECTION FOR            

MY SISTER’S HOUSE 

TRQG member Pat Kruger is leading a project to 

collect quilts for the new My Sister’s House being 

established in New Bern by the nonprofit Tried by 

Fire, Inc. My Sister’s House will offer a safe and 

nurturing home environment for women between 

the ages of 18-35 who are leaving prison. It will 

shelter eight women. There will be four bedrooms 

with two beds per room.  

Pat is putting out a call for donations of eight 

single-size bed quilts. “We hope to give these 

ladies a warm welcome with these homemade 

quilts,” Pat said. She will collect and store the 

quilts until the scheduled opening of the home in 

November.  

What is the Need for My Sister’s House? 

Right now there are approximately 560 women being 

held in the 29 prisons and jails located in nine coun-

ties of eastern North Carolina. When a woman is re-

leased, the most critical need is for her to have a safe 

and secure place to live, with a valid address, so she 

can begin to work on rebuilding her life. Without such 

housing, she may have to return to an abusive part-

ner, a dysfunctional family, or become homeless.  

Community-based short-term housing in a supportive 

environment can significantly reduce recidivism and 

provide an opportunity for post-incarcerated women 

to realize a more successful reentry to their commu-

nity and successful reunification with their children. 

For more information, go to www.triedbyfireinc.org.  
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BEE by the RIVER!  2022 Quilt Show 

October 21 & 22, 2022 

 

The theme is: “Connected by Thread”. The Guild is truly Connected 

by Thread with quilts being made, along with items being sewn for the 

Boutique and the Ultimate Raffle. Many members are working on their 

Challenge Quilts - “Memories....Connected by Thread.” 

The excitement is building for this Quilt Show to be one of the best! 

We need everyone to help make sure we succeed. Volunteer and 

sign up now! See Cathy Cox. Contact Committee Chairs: Boutique, 

Twice Around Treasures, Quilts for Sale, Ultimate Raffle, Demonstra-

tions, Community Quilts, Program, Publicity. 

Keep working on your show quilts and fill out the registration forms on 

our website. Thank you, for all you do. Remember to have fun and 

make time to sew and create what you love. 

Thank you Carolyn and Ed for   

helping with some fun childhood 

games at the picnic. I hope you 

all took part and had some laughs. 

Laughing at ourselves and being 

silly brings us together. A round of 

applause for all the food we en-

joyed.  

Love ‘n Hugs, 

Jan Penner 

QUILT SHOW RIBBONS 

Our Committee is already 

working on the rib-

bons! Our next meeting is 

July 7 at Carolina Colors 

to make buttons. Thank 

you to Karen Hallquist, Claudia Mo-

ran and Emily Lewindowski for the 

special efforts they have made in 

our endeavor.   

—Mary Daugherty  

ALL SHOW ENTRY FORMS 
ARE DUE SEPT. 8 BY MAIL 

TO LU ANN TRIDICO.       
See website for forms.  



4 

Children’s Quilts 

During our meeting at Glenburnie Park I received 

9 quilts from the following: Laura Miller 1, Carolyn 

Hansen 1, Holly Pace 1, and Jenny Nebe 6 baby 

quilts, Karen Hallquist 4 burp cloths. 

I am collecting pull tabs and they can be taken 

from any can that has a pull tab . 

Thanks,  

Lorraine Wocel 

Charity 

 Quilts 

Nursing Home Quilts 

June 9, 2022: Today I received two lap quilts from Jenny Nebe and two feeding 

cloths from Karen Hallquist. Thank you! I will keep these and add to the next collec-

tion for delivery. I did not report at our Pot Luck Business Meeting today that I made 

deliveries on May 16, 2022 to the following: Craven County Health Dept/Hospice, 

Pruitt Healthcare, Gardens of Pamlico, Grantsbrook Nursing, and Bayview Nursing 

Home. (I had left my report at home.) Thank you all for your continued generosity. 

Enjoy your summertime! 

Love ‘n Hugs,                                                                                                              

Jan Penner  

Sunshine Report 

With Sympathy: A card was sent 
to Helen Williams, whose son 
passed away; he had been very ill.  

Get well wishes 
to:                           

Evelyn Bernhardt (breast surgery) 

Sally Cornford (knee surgery) 

Marie Garber (knee surgery) 

Claudia Hughes (Covid) 

If you know of a TRQG member 

facing a difficult 

time, please 

contact Kay 

Amend to send 

them a card. 

 

FROM THE JUNE          

SHOW & TELL 

Military Quilts 

We are happy to accept donations of any size quilt 

for the Kinston VA Veterans Home. Lap quilts, twins 

and throws are most welcome. Also clothing protectors 

as well. 

For our donations to the USO in Germany, we are 

asked to limit our quilts to no larger than 40 inches 

by 60 inches. This size allows the quilt to be used on 

stretchers as injured service members are brought 

back to the US from overseas assignments. For dona-

tions other than at Business or Board meetings contact 

Jeanne Batten or Mary Daugherty. 
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Helen Kelley’s Sixth & Seventh Laws for Quilters 

6
th

 Law: When sewing one more seam before going to bed,                          

you will catch your elbow in the pin dish. 

 
7

th
 Law: The bur on your scissors blade will fall exactly                          

at the place where precision is more important. 

 

—From Every Quilt Tells a Story: A Quilter’s Stash of Wit and Wisdom, by 

Helen Kelley 

Pro-Tips for Triangles 

Thanks to Jenny Nebe for the following tip.  

Piecing can be so much fun but sometimes our blocks 

are short, no matter how carefully we sew. This can hap-

pen very easily when sewing triangles.  

I recently discovered a trick that I want to share. I was 

sewing together the blocks of the month I won and real-

ized how many different sizes there were as well as ir-

regularity in their shapes. So I did a little research and 

found this pro-tip I would like to share since I’m sure I 

am not the only one who didn’t know this.  

In the top right block, I stitched a seam with 40-weight polyester em-

broidery thread on the right side (black), and 40-weight cotton thread 

on the left side (highlighted in red). Even though both threads are 40 

weight, the cotton thread is actually thicker than the embroidery thread.  

When I pressed the seams out, the right side (with the embroidery 

thread) gave me a perfect outer edge, because the embroidery thread 

was so fine. On the left side, I was short. This happens because the 

fabric is pressed over the thread, and the thread is too thick.  

When you are doing a lot of piecing, if you’re a little short here, and a 

little short there, it can add up to a lot of space. 

If you really want to use cot-

ton thread, then, you would 

need to move the needle one 

notch in the direction that you 

will press the seam (see the red line in the picture). This will allow 

extra space for the fabric to go over the thread. Who knew thread 

could take up so much space! 

I really like the embroidery thread trick, because I don’t have to 

move my needle, then remember to move the needle back after I’m 

done with the triangles. But, it’s up to you. I hope this tip is useful 

for you and adds to your piecing success! 

 

Try 
This:  
TIPS 

Fall Retreat 2022 is Full 

All spots for our Fall Retreat 

are reserved. If you would like 

to be added to waiting list, 

please call or text Jeanne Bat-

ten, 252-617-7811. The people 

on waiting list usually get to 

attend the retreat. 
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DAY OF SHARING  

Colonial Quilt Lovers of                               

North East North Carolina 
Sept. 24, 10 a.m.                         

(registration starts at 9:30) 

Corinth Baptist Church  

1035 US 17S, Elizabeth City 

Cost: $5 

Speaker: Janice Pope  
Quilter & Instructor from Burlington, NC  

Ms. Pope will be giving a Lecture &            

Trunk Show.  

Please send the count of planned attendees 

with fees no later than Sept. 10 to:                                

Colonial Quilt Lovers Guild  

P.O. Box 2198  

Elizabeth City, NC  27909-2198  

Questions may be addressed to Wendy Flores 

at 425-992-9015  

I want to thank all of the 

members that participated in 

the LWR Quilts for Ukraine.     

I shipped 11 quilts and they 

were delivered June 16. 

Thank you! — Mary O'Neill  
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REMINDER: The official TRQG nametag 

must be worn to all 

meetings at Tabernacle 

Baptist Church to main-

tain building security for 

the church’s preschool 

and other programs. 

Members should enter through our desig-

nated door, where a door monitor will let 

you in. The doors will be monitored: 

• 9-10 a.m. on Business Meeting Thurs-

days 

• 9-9:30 a.m. on other Thursday meeting 

dates 

• If you arrive late you will need to call a 

friend or Evelyn Bernhardt (252-725-

0273) to get someone to open the 

door.  

Twin Rivers Quilter’s Guild 

Regular meetings are held at Tabernacle Baptist Church,   

616 Broad Street in New Bern.  

Monthly Board Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. on designated 

dates for all officers and committee chairs (meeting is open to all 

members). The door is open at 9. 

Monthly Business Meetings begin at 10 a.m. on designated 

dates (open to all members and visitors); the door is open at 9. 

We recommend you arrive no later than 9:30 to sign up for 

events, turn in donations, etc.  

• Annual Dues: $30 

• Member-led demonstrations and workshops: Free, open for 

members  

• Professional Teacher Workshops: $10 for half-day; $20 for full 

day (nonrefundable, due at sign up), open for members 

More 

Show & 

Tell   

Goodies 
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

June 19 

 

June 20 

 

June 21 

 

June 11 

 

June 23                        

9:30 Stitch & Chat 

10:00 Sewing on the Riv-

er: Make 1-Yard Tote for 

Boutique 

June 24 

 

June 25 

  

June 26 

 

June 27 

 

 

June 28 

 

 

June 29 

 

 

June 30                        

9:30 Stitch & Chat 

Tool bag workshop, con-

tact Alvina Diello for info. 

1 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 5 

 

6 7  9:30 Stitch & Chat 

NO BOARD MEETING 

OR BUSINESS      

MEETING IN JULY 
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9 

 

10 

 

11 12 13 14  9:30 Stitch & Chat  

NO BOARD MEETING 

OR BUSINESS      

MEETING IN JULY 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21   9:30 Stitch & Chat 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 
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27 28 

9:30 Stitch & Chat 

10:00 Sewing on the Riv-

er: Boutique Sewing Pro-

ject, watch email for 

more information 

 

29 30 

 

31 Aug 1 Aug 2 Aug 3 Aug 4   9:30 Stitch & Chat  

9:30 Board Meeting, fol-

lowed by Quilt Show 

meeting 

 

Aug 5 Aug 6 

ADDITIONAL DATES 

• NO JULY BOARD MTG OR BUSINESS 
MTG 

• Sept. 8, ALL SHOW ENTRY FORMS 
DUE to Lu Ann Tridico 

• Sept. 8, QUILTS FOR SALE CON-
SIGNMENT FORMS DUE to Karen 
Hallquist 

• Oct. 17, Turn in Show Entries                    

 

• Oct. 19-20, Quilt Show Setup 

• Oct. 21-22, Quilt Show! 

• Oct. 30-Nov. 4, Fall Retreat  

• Dec. 15, Christmas Luncheon 

• Jan. 15-20, 2023, Winter Retreat 

• Mar. 19-24, 2023,Spring Retreat  


