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2025 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President: Fran Rice 

Vice President/Programs: Laure Manette 

Treasurer: Evelyn Bernhardt  

Secretary: Chris Youngs 

Block of the Month: Lilly Lucier & Susan Faith 

Charity Quilts: 

¶  ChildrenñLorraine Wocel 

¶  Military ñ Mary Daugherty/Jackie Harrison 

¶ My Sisterõs House ñ Pat Kruger 

¶ Nursing Home ñ Nancy Houyoux 

Community Relief Fund: Executive Committee 

¶ Coastal Center for Hope & Healing ñ Nancy 

Hausman 

Community Service: Mary Quay 

Door Monitoring: Sandra Egolf 

Library: Claudia Moran/Gail Dorman 

Membership & Member Spotlight: Janet Olsen 

Member Outreach: Carlene Mount 

New Member Mentoring & New Member Tea:  

Carolyn Hansen 

Newsletter: Paula Gramley 

Quilt Raffle Ticket Sales: Fran Rice 

Quilt Show: Susan Faith 

Sunshine: Kay Amend/Evelyn Bernhardt 

Website/Facebook ñ Fran Rice  

2025 Winter Retreat: Sue Kleeman/Ed Dzioba  

2025 Spring Retreat: Kathy Farrar/Sandy 

Drechsler 

2025 Fall Retreat: Sandy Smith/Katherine Haleen 

2025 Holiday Lunch: Kathy Farrar & team 
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From the President 

Happy February! We made it through January and 

the snow! I hope you all had many opportunities to 

get some sewing done. This time of year is perfect 

for finishing old projects (maybe for the UFO chal-

lenge) but also to start planning some new spring ideas. The 

spring retreat isn't far away and I know several of you are getting 

excited for that. 

We had a great turnout at Thursday's meeting. It was great to 

see everyone socializing and signing up for volunteer positions at 

our quilt show and upcoming classes. Projects from our 2025 

UFO challenge  are starting to be shown along with our monthly 

show and tell. Jan Penner collected and delivered an amazing 

amount of handmade items from our members for the Empty 

Bowls fundraiser, and many donation quilts continue to be hand-

ed in. The block of the month continues to be a hit with the mem-

bership. Many appliqu®d cats were turned in and should make a 

very cute quilt for someone. The February BOM is a heart block 

in celebration of Valentine's Dayécan't wait to see them! 

There are only 56 more days until the quilt show. Our members 

are getting excited and hustling to get the job done. I believe we 

had over 200 quilt entries at last count. Homemade items are be-

ing made for the boutique and lots of goodies are being donated 

to Twice Around Treasures. Continued on pg. 2  

Special thanks to TRQG  

member Margaret Puotinen 

for sharing her skills as a poet 

with us. Be sure to read                 

ñGifts from Our Tableò        

on page 5.  

Introducing our new TRQG 

members! See page 3 and 

say hello to someone new at 

our next meeting!  

The Quilt Show update is on 

page 9, lots of important   

information.  
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Program News from the Vice President  

A few people volunteered to make themed baskets for our ultimate raf-

fle. There are still more opportunities to make a basket! Gather a group 

of friends and let Holly Pace know what your basket will be.  

This Guild continues to grow in my heart and every month I think I en-

joy it more. I hope you are getting involved, coming to classes, meet-

ings and Stitch ón Chat. This is a great way to grow your skills, learn 

from others and get to know each other better. We have a lot of fun 

things coming this year and I hope to see you here, there and every-

where. 

Happy Valentine's Day, now go buy some İ price chocolate. 

Hugs and stitches,  

Fran 

February 

From the President (continued from pg. 1) 

2 ñ Carol Larimer 

5 ñ Sally Cornford 

14 ñ Suzanne Kilroy 

18 ñ Pat Boni 

23 ñ Linda Drabeck 

23 ñ Patricia Ruff 
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~ċŔŰЮƓƖŔŰƣж 

ЮНΝН-НΡЮΞΡНƽНǂНΥН
ыŉŸƖНŸƨƣƚŔĬĲНŉƖŸŰƣН
ƚŔĬĲНŸŉНǍŔƓƓĲƖь 

7ЮНΞН-НΡНƽНǂНΟЮΤΡН
ыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓƚНŉŸƖНŔŰр
ƚŔĬĲНǍŔƓƓĲƖĲĬН
ƓŸĦťĲƣ 

9ЮНΞН-НΡƽНǂНΟЮΤΡН
ыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓƚНŉŸƖНĦċƖĬНƓŸĦťĲƣНĤċƚĲь 

?ЮНΝН-НΡƽНǂНΠНыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓНŉŸƖНĦċƖĬНƓŸĦťĲƣНмΞь 

ĦĦĲŰƣЮƓƖŔŰƣж 

EЮНΝН-НΡЮΞΡНƽНǂНΥНыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓНŉŸƖНŸƨƣƚŔĬĲНŉƖŸŰƣо
ĤċĦťƚŔĬĲНŸŉНǍŔƓƓĲƖь 

[ЮНΝН-НΡНƽНǂНΥНыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓНŉŸƖНũŔŰŔŰŊНŸŉНƽċũũĲƣь 

]ЮНΝН-НΡНƽНǂНΥНыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓНŉŸƖНũŔŰŔŰŊНŸŉНŸƨƣƚŔĬĲН
ǍŔƓƓĲƖĲĬНƓŸĦťĲƣь 

cЮНΞН-НΡНƽНǂНΠНыŉŸƖНƚƣƖŔƓНŉŸƖНĦċƖĬНƓŸĦťĲƣƚНмΝН
ċŰĬНмΟь 

§ƣőĲƖЮÉƨƓƓũŔĲƚж 

ϽНǃĬНÂĲũũŸŰН?ĲĦŸĤŸŰĬНŉƨƚŔĤũĲНŔŰƣĲƖŉċĦŔŰŊ 

ΝНΣ-ŔŰĦőНǍŔƓƓĲƖНыŔŰƚŔĬĲь 

ΝНΝΞ-ŔŰĦőНǍŔƓƓĲƖНыŸƨƣƚŔĬĲь 

ϽНƽНÂĲũũŸŰНEü-ƚƣĲċůНƣċƓĲНŉŸƖНŔŰƚŔĬĲНǍŔƓƓĲƖ 

Our Quilt Show is quickly approaching. There is a 

busyness in the air as everyone is putting final 

touches on quilts and signing up to volunteer during 

the show. It wonôt be long before the show is just a 

happy memory, leaving us all inspired and eager to make new 

quilts and learn new techniques. 

You are invited to attend a  

program planning meeting on Feb. 20 at 9:30 a.m.  

If you have ideas for workshops, guest speakers, demon-

strations, or challenges for the coming year,  

please attend this meeting.  

Your input and ideas are extremely valuable to me. 

WALLET CLASS FEB. 27 

On Feb. 27 Chris Youngs is teaching a wallet class. If you have 

signed up for this class, please make sure you check the supply 

list. Chris will have the necessary hardware available for the 

price of $3.00 at the class. You are required to bring all oth-

er supplies. 

PEPPER CORY HERE IN JUNE 

Looking ahead, during our June 12 meeting, professional quilter 

Pepper Cory will be giving a presentation on four different quilt-

ing techniques. At the end of her presentation, we will all vote on 

which technique she will come back and teach us in September. 

If you remember, Pepper was our guest speaker at our Day of 

Sharing last October, where she talked about her journey as a 

quilter.   

Thatôs all for now. Happy quilting everyone! 

ðLaure Manette  
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Please Welcome our Newest Members! 

Teresa Hollaway moved from Grenville, NC, where 

she was a member of the Greenville Quilt Guild. She 

has been quilting for almost 50 years. She is a re-

tired United Methodist paster. She was also a bowl-

ing league member while living in the Outer Banks. 

Joan Johnen moved here from Connecticut seven years ago. She is 

married, has two daughters and six grandchildren. She started quilting 

many years ago, but took breaks for her knitting and cross-stitching. 

Her other hobbies include travel, bike riding, going out to great restau-

rants, and cooking. 

Dawn Jones has been quilting for about one year. She is interested in 

learning from a community and meeting new people. She has always 

loved quilts and the idea of using ñoldò materials to make something 

new and beautiful. 

Heather Leach moved from Texas. She quilted off and on for a few 

years. She also enjoys sewing, hand sewing, English paper piecing, 

and crochet. Her mother is Nancy Houyoux! 

Krislyn Lequin has been hand quilting for the last several years, but 

after talking to Gail Dorman at a local antique car show, she shared her 

desire to get a sewing machine and try some new methods. She has 

already attended a few Stitch & Chats, and is looking forward to learn-

ing all she can from the members of our guild. 

Julie Robertson moved to Merritt, NC, from Fredericksburg, VA. She 

worked in DC for the IRS for 32 years (she was quick to point out ï not 

in collections). She has been quilting for about ten years. She and her 

husband, Pete, have a Golden Retriever (Libby), a cat (Tippett), and a 

Chincoteague pony (Soft) which they bought for their granddaughter at 

the wild pony auction. They drive the pony cart around their neighbor-

hood! 

Warren Thiell has just become the guildôs second male member! He 

moved from Maryland after retirement as a machinist. He has a sawmill 

and uses the wood to make plaques with his routeré. but even more 

exciting, he runs the long arm for all of his wifeôs (Debbie) quilts. 

New Member Tea 

May 17 
Invitations will be coming         

in the mail.  

Volunteers will be needed; 

see Carolyn Hansen.  

Block of the Month  

Sue Kleeman was the winner of 

the beautiful cats made during 

the last Block of the Month. Eve-

ry participant received a differ-

ent cat template and a back-

ground fabric with dragonflies 

on it.  

The BOM for this 

month is a heart 

block. Everyone re-

ceived a floral fabric 

for the background 

and will choose their 

own fabric to add the 

heart. Please turn 

them in at the March 

13 meeting.  
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I have tried, over the last few months, to introduce you to this 

yearôs ómovers and shakersô on the Guildôs board and the Quilt 

Show committee chairs. 

Youôve already met ï through these pages ï the new president 

(Fran Rice) and vice president (Laure Manette). We turn your at-

tention now to Evelyn Bernhardt (treasurer) and Christine Youngs 

(secretary). I wish I could write all the things the three of us chatted and laughed about during our lunch ï but 

the newsletter editor is grouchy and doesnôt want a book-length article in the newsletter. 

.ȅ WŀƴŜǘ hƭǎŜƴ 

 

Evelyn Bernhardt (TRQG Treasurer) 

Evelyn has wandered around the US -Pennsylvania, 

Georgia, Delaware, Texas ï finally landing here in 

New Bern. 

Her mother tried to teach 

Evelyn and her sister sever-

al crafts ï her sister picked 

them up quickly. But Evelyn 

was left-handed, and her 

mother was unable to re-

verse many of the lessons. 

Evelyn learned how to climb 

trees. She was able, later, 

to take up cross-stitch and 

painting. 

She moved to North Caroli-

na because she was of-

fered a job running a gift 

shop in Atlantic Beach. It 

was actually a gas station 

and convenience store. Iôm 

gathering she didnôt really mindðshe got to live on 

the beach. But in 2008, she decided to move to New 

Bern. 

She moved into a neighborhood that also was home 

to her now very good friend, Kay Amend. As far as 

quilting is concerned, she was hooked. Her sunroom 

is her quilting room. Her past positions with the guild 

include Chair of Door Monitoring, Holiday Luncheon, 

Raffle Quilt, and Kayôs back-up for Sunshine. 

Evelyn had two sons and one of them gave her a 

grandson. 

Of course, we had to talk about Max, her 3-year-old 

American Cocker Spaniel. 

 

Chris Youngs, TRQG Secretary 

Chris was born in northeast Ohio, but spent 25 

years in upstate New York working in process devel-

opment in pharmaceuticals for Proctor and Gamble 

(i.e. adding new ingredients). 

In 2014 she and her hus-

band moved to New Bern to 

get away from the snow and 

taxes. 

Chris grew up watching her 

mother, grandmother and 

grand-aunt do hand-work of 

every kind, including quilt-

ing. She has wonderful 

memories of the women 

getting together every 

weekend, bringing the kids, 

to work on some project. As 

soon as she was old 

enough to join them she did, 

and the love of all those 

crafts has stayed with her. 

Besides being secretary, Chris is chairing Twice 

Around Treasures at our quilt show for the third 

time. She has received an honorable mention on a 

quilt at one of TRQGôs shows. 

Chris said her FROG sewing room is her happy 

place! 

Chris has two kids and two grand dogséwhich 

brings us to her dog Juki (named after her sewing 

machine). It means ñBearer of Joy and Happinessò 
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Gifts From Our Table  
By Margaret Puotinen  

March 23, 2024  
(dedicated to quilters: past, present and future) 

 

We hold dear to us those who come to share  

 the bounty of our table. 

Reaching from within, we can focus on the needs,  

 concerns and measure of hope, we can share  

 with one another.  

 

Deep in the depth of our hearts we are blessed  

 to know the beauty and joy of a younger day.  

Within this knowledge of life we have experienced  

we can grasp that even the darkest of days,  

will have a sliver of hope with light 

to find a way through each difficult challenge.  

 

Continuous blessings from life shared,  

joy in the moment, from the beauty of another creation  

adds to the fullness of our table.  

Insights from life experiences are part of  

daily conversation with the friendship  

from time shared together creates memories,  

meaning and purpose in this chapter of life.  

 

We have the clarity of knowing-  

our bonds formed at this table  

 will not be broken.  

Continuing to grow, looking forward  

to another tomorrow of shared life experiences.  

We can move forward in our commitment,  

with friendship and love for one another.  

 

Doing our best when helping others,  

especially those in serious need.  

We remain forever grateful for the shared experiences of life  

at our sewing tables. 
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The Meadows Inn is Offering                           

5% Discount During the Quilt Show  

Experience the charm and hospitality of the Meadows 

Inn in Historic, downtown New Bern. Book now for the 

"Bee by the Riveró show on April 11 & 12!  

If you need accommodations for friends or family com-

ing for the quilt show, The Meadows Inn is offering a 

5% discount to people who book their room using the     

discount code òQUILTERSó when they make their reservation. Call the inn directly at 

252-634-1776 or use the website Meadowsinn-nc.com. 

The Meadows Inn is at 212 Pollock Street in historic downtown New Bern within walk-

ing distance of all New Bern has to offer! The Inn features eight guest suites with pri-

vate ensuite bathrooms. Throughout each 

guest room and suite, themes reflect New 

Bern and its history. Each suite is furnished 

with an eclectic combination of antique fur-

nishings and the comforts of the 21st century. 

All rooms have a private ensuite bathroom. 

The daily room rate includes a fresh, home-

made breakfast as well as complimentary af-

ternoon snacks, soda, water, and wine. 

Winter Retreat 

Those who attended              

the winter retreat                

reported it was                       

a great success.                

Some even                               

made a new friend! 
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Sunshine Report 

Get well cards:   

¶ Evelyn Bernhardt, hand surgery  

¶ Emily Lewandowski, knee surgery  

¶ Jenny Nebe, hip surgery  

¶ Pat Kruger, flu  

¶ Kay Amend, eye surgery  

¶ Kathy Farrar, surgery  

¶ Barbara Zyry, surgery                     

 

Thinking of you  card:       

¶ Holly Pace, medical treatments  

Sympathy  card:               

¶ Family of Ann Albee, who passed 

away  

If you know of a TRQG member who is ill, 

has suffered a loss or is having a chal-

lenging time, please contact Kay Amend.  
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Nursing Home Report 

We were happy to receive four quilts at the February meeting

(two from Karen Dodd, one from Suzie Hardy, one  from Rae 

Gee), as well as three walker bags and one fidget blanket. 

I was happy for those who came up to ask for patterns for the 

nursing home items displayed! 

News will be coming about a pre-quilt-show viewing for nurs-

ing home residents, who will enjoy seeing quiet, open spaces 

and much beauty! 

-- Nancy Houyoux 

Charity 

 Quilts 

Childrenõs Quilts 
Military Quilts Needed 
 

We know that you are all preparing 

your quilts for the quilt show. But 

when you are finished please remem-

ber our service members and veter-

ans! They have given a good part of 

their lives for our republic, and they 

are so grateful when they receive a 

quilt from you.    

Thank you Tory Smith for the stretch-

er quilt you donated in February. It's 

lovely.    

Remember, military quilts do not have 

to be made in patriotic colors 

(although those colors are certainly 

fine). All colors are appreciated.  

Quilts we send to wounded sol-

diers in the USO hospital in Germa-

ny MUST BE 40 inches by 60 inch-

es (40 X 60) so they don't interfere 

with the mechanisms of the hospi-

tal equipment. We call these 

ñstretcher quiltsò, because they 

are used on the stretchers on mili-

tary airplanes transporting the 

wounded back home. These quilts 

help keep them warm. 

Quilts of other sizes are donated to 

the other local veterans organiza-

tions. 

Looking so forward to spring!  

ï Mary Daugherty & Jackie Harrison 

 

I received 8 beautiful quilts at this 

weekôs meeting. They are from the 

following: Karen Dodd 2, Sally 

Rowe 1, Jan Penner 2, Laure 

Manette 1, June Dale 1, Tori Smith 

1 ( made by a friend). 

Thank you all very much.                

ï Lorraine Wocel 

Community Service Sewing Dates Canceled for 

February/March 

There are no community service sewing days scheduled at the 

church during February and March.  

I am sure everyone is working on their quilts for April quilt show 

in April or sewing for our boutique.  

You are always welcome to sew charity quilts on your own, or 

make clothing protectors, walker bags, fidget quilts or the many 

other community service projects we provide to organizations.  

Save your scraps for our April 17 community sewing project 

at the church. I have a scrap block planned. 

Questions? Contact Mary Quay. 

Thanks for Supporting Empty Bowls!  

Jan Penner said she received 140+ items from TRQG for the   

Empty Bowls fundraiser. Thank you for contributing bowl cozies, 

pot holders and more for this community event that helps feed the 

hungry.  
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The Quilt Show is Right Around the Corner 

Lots of TRQG members are working hard behind the scenes preparing 

for our 2025 show. April 11-12 will be here before we know it. 

QUILTS FOR SALE: 

Forms Due March 13 

The required form to sell your quilt 

at the quilt show is on the website. 

Please read the instructions 

CAREFULLY. Please note that 

you will need a separate form for 

each quilt you are selling.  

March 13 is the deadline for your 

forms. All Quilts for Sale must be 

delivered to the church on April 7.  

Questions? Call Laure Manette at 

540-226-6233. 

Lots of Volunteers Needed! 

Many, many volunteers will be needed to put on a successful show! 

That includes work done leading up to the show, with judging, setting 

up and more. Look for ways that you can participate! There are jobs 

that are sitting as well as those that require standing. Make sure you 

sign up by the March 13 meeting! Questions? Contact Cathy Cox.  

Sewing for the Boutique?  

If you want to contribute to the 

boutique but donôt know what to 

make, items donated targeted for 

children or pets are needed (other 

than pet bandanas).  

Raffle      

Baskets 

Needed                      

More themed 

baskets are need-

ed. Holly Pace 

has a list of ideas. Or gather 

some friends and come up your 

own! Just be sure to contact Holly 

first to ensure that the others are 

not already using that theme.  

Twice Around Treasures Quilt Show                

2025 Guidelines 

Twice Around Treasures is a large part of the showôs profits and a 

ñfirst stopò for many of our devoted attendees. Please follow these 

guidelines to make this a great experience for all.   

Welcomed Donations: 

¶ 100% cotton fabric  

¶ Quilting notions such as rulers, thread, stencils, scissors, patterns 

and quilt books 

¶ Buttons and yarn will be accepted 

Please Do Not Donate (based on our previous experiences):  

¶ Batting scraps  

¶ Polyester blend, wool, upholstery, or apparel fabric  

¶ Magazines  

¶ Sewing machines  

¶ Quilt frames  

¶ Patterns for apparel, toys, home dec  

¶ Craft supplies (one would think that this would be a great outlet 

and source for crazy quilt supplies, but historically they do not 

sell) 

¶ Books more than 15 years old. This seems like a short time, how-

ever the internet, Pinterest and web sites, in addition to the 

changes in quilting tools and accessories, change how and what 

we quilt. 

¶ Newer books will be accepted after 4 pm during the Wednesday 

setup at the convention center if you bring them in.  

Please note that once an item is donated it is out of your control. 

Items donated outside of the established guidelines will be re-

donated/dispersed at the discretion of the TAT committee. 
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UFOs and  

Show & Tell 
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