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News of the Twin Rivers Quilterôs Guild 
New Bern, North Carolina 

2024 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President: Jan Penner 

Vice President/Programs: Carolyn Hansen 

Treasurer: Jackie Harrison 

Secretary: Margaret Puotinen 

Block of the Month: Chantal Huestis/Lilly Lucier 

Charity Quilts: 

¶  ChildrenñLorraine Wocel 

¶  Military ñ Mary Daugherty/Jackie Harrison 

¶ My Sisterõs House ñ Pat Kruger/Barbara 

Scavuzzo 

¶ Nursing Home ñ Becky Barnes/Ruby 

Scheer/Pat Mayo/Rolayne Schwendy 

Communications: 

¶ NewsletterñPaula Gramley 

¶ Technology/Website/Facebook ñ Karen 

Hallquist 

Community Relief Fund: Executive Committee 

¶ Coastal Womanõs Shelter ñ Nancy Hausman 

Community Service: Lilly Lucier, Mary Quay 

Day of Sharing Oct. 5, 2024: Laure Manette  

Duffy Gallery Exhibit: Lu Anne Tridico 

Library: Claudia Moran/Gail Dorman 

Member Outreach: Nancy Houyoux  

Membership & Member Spotlight: Janet Olsen 

New Member Mentoring: Carolyn Hansen 

Sunshine: Kay Amend/Evelyn Bernhardt 

2024 New Member Tea: Carolyn Hansen 

2024 Winter Retreat: Sue Kleeman/Ed Dzioba  

2024 Spring Retreat: Kathy Farrar/Sandy 

Drechsler 

2024 Fall Retreat: Sandy Smith/Katherine Haleen 

2024 Christmas Lunch: Kathy Farrar & team 
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From the President 

Presidents Report for April 2024 

The business meeting today, April 11, was filled with 

activity and lots of signup sheets. This guild keeps us 

busy with projects for our community and learning new quilt tech-

niques. Itôs always fun to learn how someone else has found a 

shortcut or an easier way to improve a block or binding. This meet-

ing was full of UFO Show & Tell completed quilts, table runners 

and other items. Good incentive to finish up stuff! We also enjoyed 

our regular Show & Tell quilts. So many beautiful and creative 

things...caused a lot of ooohs and ahs!  

Good news, the contract for our next quilt show has been signed. 

The dates are April 11-12, 2025. Susan Faith is the Chairperson. 

The quilt show meetings follow the board meeting.  

Check this newsletter for meetings and committee reports. The 

May 9th business meeting will be a potluck picnic day. Come for 

fun and good food, show & tell items and business. (cont. page 2) 

May 9 at 10:00 a.m.  

Glenburnie Park  

Lions Club Pavilion  

340 Glenburnie Dr.     

(note: not Glenburnie Rd .) 

After entering the park a 

drive swings off to the left. Follow that to the shelter. We will 

meet rain or shine. Arrive at 9:30 if you can help set up.  

Bring:  

¶ A dish to share. Water will be provided; bring your drink 
if you want something else.  

¶ Lawn chair if you do not want to sit at a picnic table  

¶ Summer toys for children at Coastal Womanõs Shelter 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ April Birthdays 

 

Program News from the Vice President 

Happy Spring! Hope you are all well and enjoying the nice weather. Remember on the fourth 

Thursday every month we have a workshop, held at the Tabernacle Church.  

¶ April 25: Fast and Easy Donation Quilts. Becky Barnes is teaching. Workshop from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Arrive a few minutes early to set up. Supply List: Sewing machine and all accessories Å Three different 

compatible fabrics, 1/2 yard of each Å Stickers to label each fabric square. Directions will be available. 

¶  May 23: Binding Workshop, taught by Karen Dodd. Sign-up sheet will be at the business meeting.       

Supply List: Sewing machine and related supplies Å  Scissors Å Thread to match fabric Å A small quilt or 

placemat (with batting and backing) to practice binding techniques Å  Binding strip to go around quilt or 

placemat. You can bring binding fabric to class and cut it out there if you need assistance. Å If you are bind-

ing a round piece, remember to cut binding on the bias. 

Mystery Quilts: There was quite an interest from our membership to participate in 

a Mystery Quilt; 15 people signed up! What is a Mystery Quilt? Participating in a 

group, each person makes a quilt from clues which are presented in a certain time 

frame, perhaps weekly or monthly. You have no idea what the quilt will look like until 

it is completed. I am looking for a member who would like to lead this group, some-

one with experience who has actually participated in a Mystery Quilt. Please contact 

me, or attend the Program Committee Meeting the first Thursday of the Month, at 

9:00am, before the Board Meeting. I will research more ideas for Mystery Quilts, 

and present them at the Program Meeting. Call me with any suggestions.  

Professional Instructor Coming in November: We have instructor Barbara Cline scheduled to lecture and 

teach on Nov.14 and 15. You can find out more about her on her website www.delightfulpiecing.com. She is 

the author of six books and teaches at Paducah. Sign-up sheets will be available in June at the Business 

Meeting.  

UFO Challenge: The UFO challenge is going 

great! Thank you Janet Olsen for organizing this. 

It is nice to see people motivated to complete 

their UFOôs and bring them to Show & Tell. 

Hope you all enjoy this beautiful spring weather. 

See you at the next meeting! ð Carolyn Hansen 

 

Program           

Committee Meeting 

9 a.m. on May 2, 

just prior to the 

Board Meeting 

Happy Birthday to all celebrating in April! 

Keep on creating and preparing an entry for 

the Twin Rivers Quilt Guild Show, April 11 & 

12, 2025.  

Please note for next month May, have your 

reports and newsletter items turned in to    

Paula Gramley by Friday, May 10. Thank you. 

Stay well and be happy. 

Love ón Hugs, 

Jan Penner 

2 Susan Faith 

2 Chantal Huestis 

4 Julia Burke 

6 Sandy Smith 

12 Karen Hallquist 

16 Johnese Carmon 

18 Jan Penner 

Remember to 

welcome new 

members,    

and always 

have fun!  

¦Ch /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ  
I'm thrilled to report the UFO 
òexperimentó seems to be a big 
hit in the guild. We have 40 
members participating, and 

they signed up with 334 unfinished projects. As 
of the April meeting we have 73 projects com-
pleted. ñJanet Olsen 
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New Members                

April 2024 

Please give a warm welcome 

to  our newest member, Kris 

Fowler! Here are a few tidbits 

about Kris: 

¶ She has been quilting since 1990.  

¶ She has taught log cabin quilting and the ñsnap 

bag.ò 

¶ She moved to Trenton, NC, in February of last 

year. 

¶ And last, but not least, Kris went back to col-

lege when she was 50 and became an elemen-

tary school teacher!  

Welcome, Kris!  

New Member Tea  

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped at the 

spring tea on April 13; I couldnôt do it without you!  The 

tea was enjoyed by all who attended, there was plenty 

of food and fun. Seven new members attended and 

they received an appliqu® tea pot square as a memory 

of the tea! We missed the members who could not at-

tend and hope to see you there next year! The second

-year new members also graduated and received a 

pin, and encouragement to participate in the many ac-

tivities in our quilt guild.  We had a hat contest, which 

was won by new member Melissa Moran with her 

beautiful pink floral hat. We hope more of you will join 

us next year at the spring tea!  

To all the new members, if you have any questions 

please contact me anytime, I am here for you!   

--Carolyn Hansen, 252-675-8994 

ABOVE: New Members 

honored at the tea in-

clude (front row) Veroni-

ca Clark and Carolyn 

Hansen, Chair, Member 

Mentoring  

Back row: Melissa Mo-

ran, Tori Smith, Alice 

Isley, Kris Fowler, Ra-

chel Lane and Barbara 

Zyry 
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Early Deadline for            

May Issue of                              

Quilterõs Quill 

Please Note: Items for the May issue of the 

newsletter are due Friday, May 10. Ques-

tions? Contact Paula Gramley.  

Lilly Lucier will lead you in making fidget quilts for do-

nation to the community to assist people with demen-

tia or Alzheimer's. Bring your sewing machines and 

fidget supplies; if you do not have items for a fidget 

quilt, there are supplies in the storage cabinets. Not 

sure what to include on a fidget quilt? Talk with Lilly to 

get ideas, or do a Google search and see examples 

of what others have included on such quilts.  

May 16 is Community Sewing Day:       

Make a Fidget Quilt! Sunshine Report  

Sympathy cards were sent to: 
¶ Family of Mary Hutchinson, former 
guild member, on Mary's passing 

¶ Sue Kleeman, whose brother passed away 
 
I will be away May 9-23.  Contact Evelyn Bern-
hardt if you know of any member needing a card 
or encouragement. ï Kay Amend  

Library Report ï April 2024 

Five additional books have been added to the library. 

60 Fabulous Paper-Pieced Stars by Carol Doak: 60 

unique star designs 

Easy Paper-Pieced Keepsake Quilts by Carol Doak: 

72 easy blocks including the alphabet 

String Frenzy, Strips, Strings & Scrappy Things! By 

Bonnie Hunter: 12 string quilt projects (aka small 

scrappy fabrics assembled on a paper foundation) 

Free-Motion Quilting Made Easy by Eva Larkin: 186 

free-motion designs from 8 simple shapes 

Beginnerôs Guide to Free-Motion Quilting by Natalie 

Bonner: 50 visual tutorials and 6 modern quilt pro-

jects 

If you have any questions about the library, please 

contact Claudia Moran.  

NEW! 2025 TRQG CHALLENGE 

QUILT 

For the April 2025 TRQG Quilt Show 

Join the fun as we celebrate the 40th anniver-

sary of the Twin Rivers Quilters Guild, which 

was established in 1983. We are now in our 

fourth decade of quilting together! 

Your quilt can be a design of your choosing, 

but you MUST abide by the following rules. 

1. Your quilt cannot exceed a circumference 

of 120 inches. For example, it could be: 

a. 30ò x 30ò 

b. 20ò by 40ò or 40ò by 20ò 

c. It can be smaller if you prefer to make a 

mini quilt. 

2. In salute to our show theme ñOne Stitch at a 

Timeò the quilt must have at least one deco-

rative stitch, either machine or hand. 

3. In tribute to Helen Williams, one of the guildôs 

founders, and her love for half-square 

triangles, your quilt must contain at 

least one half-square triangle.  

4. Because it is our guildôs Ruby Anniversary, 

your quilt must contain something ruby 

red.  

5. This challenge is for TRQG members only.  

The challenge quilts will be a category of our 

TRQG quilt show on April 11-12, 2025. If you 

have any questions, please contact Claudia Mo-

ran or Chris Babich.  
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Hot fudge             
sundaes for 
lunch!  

2024 SPRING 

RETREAT 
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Pat Phillips & Alvina Diello 

ñOf all the gifts, both great and small,                                        

SISTERS are the best of allò 

These two very talented quilters can usually be seen side by side at 

our quilting retreats and guild meetings. Originally from Rome, New 

York and born a mere 18 months apart, they have taken different 

paths to get to New Bern. 

Pat moved to Maryland in the 1980s with her husband Bill. She was an executive assistant to the CEO of the 

Marriott Hotel Chain in Bethesda, MD. Ask her about some of the great functions (i.e. parties) she set up for 

18 years there. She has two children, three grandchildren, and two great grands. 

After leaving New York, Alvina and husband Joe moved to Maryland in 1978 She was a stay-at-home mom of 

six children ï but still managed to go to college at night full time. She has nine grandchildren and seven great-

grandchildren. Her family came to New Bern in 1989.  

Alvina started quilting in 1994 or 95. She 

joined TRQG in 1996. Her first quilt was a 

king size log cabin that she hand quilted. 

Patôs first quilt was also a log cabin made 18 

years ago. She joined TRQG in 2009. When 

Pat would visit Alvina, they would set up 

shop with two little Janome machines and 

sew side by side. 

They come from a family of golfers, and 

both have won several trophies since mov-

ing to North Carolina. 

Both ladies have been active in the commu-

nity service programs in our guild. Alvina 

has also served as president, secretary and 

treasurer. 

One final note about these two sistersétheir 

cats are brothers! 

Member 

.ȅ WŀƴŜǘ hƭǎŜƴ 

Give a lady a quilt and she has  

A cherished, priceless gift.  

Teach a lady to quilt and she  

Will buy fabric, a sewing machine,  

Needles, thread, seam rippers,  

Bobbins, quilting rulers, pins, pin cushions,  

Cutting mats, rotary cutters, batting, patterns,  

And more fabric...and more fabric...and more fabric.  

!ƭǾƛŀƴ 5ƛŜƭƭƻ όƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ tŀǘ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 
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Nursing Home Report 

Thank you to the following for your contributions to nursing homes this month. Two quilts each were given by 

Mary Quay, Karen Hallquist and Emily Lewandowski, and one was given by Becky Barnes. 

A variety of other items were donated: Mary Quay made 8 eyeglass cases and Karen Hallquist gave 8 burp 

cloths. Walker bags were given by Mary Quay (14), Mary OôNeill (5), Dorothy Najarian (4), Claudia Moran (2) 

and Becky Barnes (5).  

The nursing homes really appreciate the variety of items we make for them! Please contact Becky Barnes if 

you have any questions about donations to nursing homes.  

Charity 

 Quilts 

Childrenõs Quilts 

 

 

 

 

 

My Sisterõs House: òWhere your past doesnõt matter.ó  

I am pleased to tell you that the first resident of My Sisterôs House will be leaving to start her new life in 

Greenville, taking over her shoulder the quilt from her bed. Two more ladies will be moving in very shortly. 

Among other things they will be involved in workshops such as nutrition, money management, etc. to prepare 

them for their future lives.  

Jacqueline Blake is the new manager at the home and would welcome members of the guild if they would like 

to tour the home. Contact Pat Kruger if you are interested.  

Coastal Womenõs              

Shelter 

Military Quilts 

Hi, ladies (and Ed).  

Spring is finally here. And Troy and I are return-

ing to New Bern this month. Jackie Harrison has 

been so good to back me up by collecting quilts 

while I was gone. Thank you, Jackie!    

This month we received two stretcher quilts from 

Mary Quay and one from Karen Hallquist. Thank 

you ladies. 

Did I tell you that I attended a quilt show in 

Lakeland Florida and turned around and there 

was Mary Quay! Small world! That was fun.    

See you at the next meeting!    

ðMary Daugherty  

Well, spring has just started but 

we are already preparing for 

schools to close for the summer and children and par-

ents will be anxious about filling their extra time. 

Please consider donating some activities to help keep 

minds and bodies busy. Bubbles, games, activity 

books, crayons, chalk, etc. Be creative. Items will be 

collected at the May picnic and again in June.  All will 

be appreciated and put to good use. Remember, the 

children are often relocated with whatever fits in their 

backpack. Please call me if you have any ques-

tions.  Thank you.   

ðNancy Hausman  252-617-6041  

On March 19 I delivered 8 quilts to Coastal Womenôs shelter, 9 

quilts to Hope Family Resource Center, and 9 quilts to Commu-

nity Health Center, for a total of 26 quilts.  

From this weekôs meeting I received 23 quilts from the following: 

Becky Barnes 1, Jenny Nebe 5, Mary Quay 1, Kay Amend 1, 

Dorothy Najarian 2, Evelyn Bernhardt 1, Joan Fiala 4, Emily 

Lewandowski 4, Karen Hallquist 2, and Betty Turner 2. The quilts 

are beautiful and thank you for turning them in.                          

ð Lorraine Wocel 

REMINDER: 

Lorraine also  

collects the metal 

pull tabs from 

beverage cans, 

which she deliv-

ers to the Ronald 

McDonald House 

in Greenville.   
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

Congratulations to Barbara 

Zyry, winner of the  Rocky 

Road/Jacobôs Ladder BOM. 

The new block, Happy Camp-

er, was distributed in April. 

Return your blocks at the 

May meeting.  

.[h/Y hC ¢I9 ahb¢I 
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Some of the Many April UFOs and Show & Tell 
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Yõall sure do     
sew a lot! 


