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News of the Twin Rivers Quilterôs Guild 
New Bern, North Carolina 

2024 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President: Jan Penner 

Vice President/Programs: Carolyn Hansen 

Treasurer: Jackie Harrison 

Secretary: Margaret Puotinen 

Block of the Month: Chantal Huestis/Lilly Lucier 

Charity Quilts: 

¶  ChildrenñLorraine Wocel 

¶  Military ñ Mary Daugherty/Jackie Harrison 

¶ My Sisterõs House ñ Pat Kruger/Barbara 

Scavuzzo 

¶ Nursing Home ñ Becky Barnes/Rolayne 

Schwendy 

Communications: 

¶ NewsletterñPaula Gramley 

¶ Technology/Website/Facebook ñ Fran Rice  

Community Relief Fund: Executive Committee 

¶ Coastal Womanõs Shelter ñ Nancy Hausman 

Community Service: Lilly Lucier, Mary Quay 

Day of Sharing Oct. 5, 2024: Laure Manette  

Duffy Gallery Exhibit: Lu Anne Tridico 

Library: Claudia Moran/Gail Dorman 

Member Outreach: Nancy Houyoux  

Membership & Member Spotlight: Janet Olsen 

New Member Mentoring: Carolyn Hansen 

Sunshine: Kay Amend/Evelyn Bernhardt 

2024 New Member Tea: Carolyn Hansen 

2024 Winter Retreat: Sue Kleeman/Ed Dzioba  

2024 Spring Retreat: Kathy Farrar/Sandy 

Drechsler 

2024 Fall Retreat: Sandy Smith/Katherine Haleen 

2024 Christmas Lunch: Kathy Farrar & team 

2023-24 Raffle Quilt: Susan Faith 

2023-24 Raffle Quilt Sales: Fran Rice  
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From the President 

Continued on pg. 2 

Meeting of August 15, 2024 

Hello TRQG members and guests. 

Well, the rains have finally stopped and the water is 

starting to recede. Lawns that were turning brown due to extremely 

hot and humid days have turned beautifully green again. Our Au-

gust meeting was moved to the 15th due to stormy weather and 

chances of flooding on the 8th. Hoping you did not suffer damage 

or any other problems due to the storms. 

The Olympic Games were held in Paris, France this year. The 

United States of America made us proud. So many medals won, 

many for the first time ever. USA broke records and made these 

games so exciting. In team relay races they pass a baton to the 

next runner and then the next. So today in the spirit of Olympic 

Games we had teams with one-yard-fabric-rolled batons who 

passed them to their teams. Donôt worry, no running involved. 

Some members were good catchers as some smaller rolls were 

tossed to the crowd. The thrower should have had a little practice. 

We all stood and pledged allegiance to our beautiful flag. Loudly 

and proudly! God Bless the USA! 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

Share Our Joy! 

At the business meeting we 

talked about "Share Our Joy," 

which gives you a chance to add 

to the supply of our birthday  

gifts. At each meeting we recog-

nize all the birthdays for that 

month, and draw the  name for 

one person to receive a special 

birthday gift. You can contrib-

ute! Maybe you have a duplicate 

item that you really enjoy. Or 

maybe you have something and 

wonder "Why did I buy that?" 

Think about gifting it to a quilt 

sister or brother to build up our 

supply of birthday gifts. Contact 

Kay Amend with donations or 

questions.  

13 Brenda Parker 

15 Alvina Diello 

16 Cathy Cox 

22 Nancy Hill 

27 Karen Schoch 

29 Lu Anne Tridico 

The 65 yards of rolled fabric (batons), 65 fat quarters and some tossed 

bundles were from member Marie Garber, who passed last year. There 

is more to come. This was her wish and I know she is happy. 

We had 57 in attendance, all busy checking the signup sheets for vari-

ous activities. Some free fabrics and reading materials were available. 

The donation table looked pretty full of childrenôs, nursing homes and 

military quilts. Seems like the weather didnôt stop you from being crea-

tive and generous. We did not have board or business meetings in July 

but Stitch & Chat met and Laure Manette had a Day of Sharing work 

project to make favors for our guests. She had a great response with 

over 31 members setting up machines and getting things done. Mary 

Daugherty had the ribbon committee busy making the award ribbons for 

the April quilt show. Hoping you had vacation time and that you are re-

laxed and renewed. 

The Nominating Committee members to select the new slate of of-

ficers for 2025 are: Emily Lewandowski, Karen Schoch and Sandra 

Egolf. If you are interested in volunteering for president, vice president, 

treasurer or secretary, contact one of the committee. They will be meet-

ing soon. The slate of officers needs to be presented to the October 

business meeting and published in Octoberôs newsletter. Election will be 

held in November. New Officers begin January 1, 2025 

I hope this meeting 

was fun and that you 

keep on being crea-

tive, generous, loving 

and kind. 

Love ón Hugs, 

Jan Penner 
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Program News from the Vice President 

I had to miss the August meeting 

due to traveling. We have two up-

coming workshops taught by our 

members (see information below).  

August 29: Paper Piecing a 

Scrappy Quilt, taught by Becky 

Barnes. Sign-up sheets and sup-

ply lists were at the meeting, but if 

you didnôt sign up, come anyway. 

Bring: 

¶ Computer paper, one piece for 

each square 

¶ Ruler and regular paper scissors 

¶ Light-colored scraps greater 

than 6 1/2 inches or longer, from 

1-2 inches wide (can be pieced) 

¶ Dark scraps for corners, 5 inch 

squares or strips 

¶ Iron, ironing board 

¶ Machine, small mat, ruler, rotary 

cutter 

Sept. 26: Sewing for the Bou-

tique: focus will be making items 

that can be sold in the boutique at 

our 2025 quilt show.  

 

PROGRAM COM-

MITTEE MEETING 

OCT. 3 

Please note that 

the Program Com-

mittee will meet on Oct. 3 at 9 

a.m., just prior to the board 

meeting that starts at 9:30.  

Thank you, and keep sewing! 

ðCarolyn Hansen 

 

 

BRIGHT         

OVERLAPPING 

STARS              

SUPPLY LIST 

¶ Pattern 

¶ Rotary cutter 

¶ Rotary mat 

¶ Rotary ruler (6x12) 

¶ Thread to match 

¶ One sheet of template plastic 

¶ 60-degree triangle ruler (optional) 

¶ Double-sided Scotch tape 

¶ Neutral or gray thread 

¶ Pins 

¶ Scissors 

¶ Paper scissors 

FABRIC 

¶ Dark blue, 1/2 yd 

¶ Light blue, 1/2 yd 

¶ Black, 1/2 yd 
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¶ Pattern 

¶ Rotary cutter 

¶ Rotary mat 

¶ Thread to match 

¶ One sheet of template plastic 

¶ Double-sided Scotch tape 

FABRIC 

¶ Dark brown, 1/2 yd 

¶ Brown 1, 1/2 yd 

¶ Brown 2, 1/2 yd 

¶ Brown 3, 1/2 yd 

¶ Brown 4, 1/2 yd 

¶ Brown 5, 1/2 yd 

¶ Light brown 6, 1/2 yd 

¶ Medium blue, 1 yd 

¶ Light blue, 1/2 yd 

¶ Cream, 1 1/2 yd 

¶ Binding, 1/2 yd 

¶ Backing, 47x47 

November Classes with Professional Instructor         

Barbara Cline 

There are still a few spaces open to attend the Barbara Cline half

-day class Nov. 14 (Bright Overlapping Stars, cost $10) or the full

-day class on Nov. 15 (Diamond Chain, cost $20). You need to 

pay Carolyn when you sign up; make checks out to TRQG.   

Final signup sheets will be at the October meeting. You will need 

to go to Barbaraôs website, www.delightfulpiecing.com/e-

patterns, to purchase your e-pattern. Cost is $9, and you need 

to print it out ahead of time. Or you can contact Barbara to re-

quest that she bring a pattern for you the day of the class; cost is 

$11.  

Supplies are listed below for each class. Carolyn will have 

pre-cutting directions available for you at the October meet-

ing. 
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Important Day of Sharing Information:               

Reserve Your Spot! 

TRQG is hosting a Day of Sharing (DOS) for local quilt guilds 

on Saturday, Oct. 5.  

The Day of Sharing is quickly approaching. A huge thank you to 

everyone who has donated items and helped at the workshops.  

If you plan on attending the Day of Sharing, please email Lau-

re Manette at Lmanette59@gmail.com or call her at 540-226-

6233 by Sept 1.  

If you have not turned in your placemats, fabric boxes or yo-yo 

flowers, please do so by September 5. 

In addition to donating a door prize for us, Keepsake Quilting 

is offering all TRQG members a 15% off discount through 

Dec. 31, 2024. The Promo Code is GUILD15. Lets support our 

sponsors. 

NOTE: If you have any photos of our guild 

members working together, taking a class, 

volunteering at the Farmerôs Market, eating 

out, shopping or otherwise being together, 

please text or email them to Paula Gram-

ley. This is for the Day of Sharing.   

Please     

welcome   

our New 

Members!  

GOLDIE    

GURGANUS: 

Goldie started quilting in the late 

70ôs.  She stopped then started 

back six years ago. She is a 

member of the Kellum Baptist 

Sisters Sewing to Bless, and is a 

substitute teacher. She also 

paints with watercolors.  

SALLY HUNT: Sally is a native of 

Texas and is a retired university 

professor. She began quilting 

when she retired in 2002.  She is 

also a member of the New Bern 

Historical Society 

JANET KEEFE: Janet is a return-

ing member! She attended re-

treats, volunteered for the quilt 

show and special programs. 

WELCOME BACK! 

LYNNET KEELEY: Lynnet 
moved from Idaho to escape the 
winters AND to be closer to their 
new granddaughter.  She loves 
crafting, jewelry, cards, and cup-
cake decorating.  No quilting ex-
perience yet ï but she loves 
learning. 

New Member Mentoring 

Welcome to all our new TRQG 
members! We are so glad to 
have you.  

Seasoned members: we could 
use some more volunteers to 
come alongside and mentor a 
new member. Please contact 
Carolyn Hansen if you can as-
sist.  

Volunteers Needed for Raffle Quilt Ticket Sales  
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Sunshine Report  

Get well cards:                

¶ Claudia Hughes, who had surgery 

¶ Tori Smith, hip replacement 

¶ Cathy Cox, Covid                     

¶ Evelyn Bernhardt, Covid 

Thinking of you:   

¶ Rosemary Orner, encouragement for ongoing tests 

¶ Adah Walker, starting chemo    

Good Luck:  

¶ Karen Hallquist, who moved out of state 

Please call me or Evelyn Bernhardt when you hear of anyone need-

ing a card of cheer, or love, or a laugh. Thank you. --Kay Amend 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

The cute new BOM was distrib-
uted! Canõt wait to see these 
next month! Thank you, Lilly!  
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Nursing Home Report 

Today I received lap quilts from Emily Lewandowski 4,Jenny Nebe 1,Rae Gee 3 and Becky Barnes 

7.  Also received walker bags from Mary Quay 3, and Becky Barnes 2. Using a serger on pre-quilted fab-

ric, Becky Barnes made 6 fidget quilts.  

My daughter donated three Blu-ray players and many DVDs and Blu-ray videos. Three happy nursing 

homes received them for movie nights.   

Charity 

 Quilts 

Childrenõs Quilts 

Military Quilts Needed 
 

Thank you Laura Miller for the quilt donation. It will be loved and ap-

preciated.      

Military quilts don't have to be red, white and blue. We send 

them to the USO in Germany for those injured or ill overseas service 

members returning to the US by air transport. Often military aircraft 

are not temperature controlled like regular passenger planes and 

the quilts help to keep service members warm. The quilts are used 

on the stretchers to help keep the service member warm.  

If you have questions, let us know. 

Mary Daugherty & Jackie Harrison 

Coastal Womenõs              

Shelter 

If you still have school sup-

plies for the children at the 

shelter, please bring them to the September 

meeting. We continue to pass the collection 

bucket for the shelter at our monthly meetings. 

These funds help us purchase Christmas gifts for 

two families. If you ever want to drop off any sup-

plies, the office has moved to a new location on 

Trent Road at the intersection with Hotel Drive. If 

you have any questions, please contact Nancy 

Hauseman.  

Pet Pillows 
 
Jackie Harrison delivered 23 pillows to Colonial 

Capital Humane Society that are used for cats and 

small dogs. Thank you to the following for dona-

tions: Becky Barnes ï 2; Karen Hallquist ï 3; Jenny 

Nebe ï 4; Jackie Harrison -14. Lilly Lucier donated 

flannel that Jackie is using for the outside of pillows. 

Thank you, quilt sisters, for donat-

ing your scraps! If you have any 

questions about how to make a 

pillow or want to donate scraps, 

please contact Jackie Harrison.  

The quilt size is restricted to 

40x60 inches because that is the 

size of the stretchers used to 

transport the injured service mem-

bers. You may hear someone in 

the guild mention ñstretcher quiltsò 

rather than military quilts. They 

are the same thing. When the   

service members return home 

they keep the quilt. 

From the June meeting I was able to deliver 9 quilts to Community Health Cen-

ter and 9 quilts to Hope Family resource Center. 

This week I received 15 quilts from the following: Joan Fiala 1, Jenny Nebe 6, 

Kay Amend 2, Emily Lewandowski 1, Mary Quay 2, Evelyn Bernhardt 1, Jan 

Penner 1, and Karen Schoch 1. 

Mary Quay also made 8 pillowcases and Jan Penner a matching placemat.  

Thank you all very much, Lorraine Wocel 
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Laure 

Manette 

One of my first 

memories of 

Laure is from a 

TRQG retreat. She spent the entire retreat working 

on a quilt that she freely admitted she hated the col-

ors, the pattern, and the baseball team. She spent 

the entire retreat working on it because her husband 

loved the Cardinals. She recently shared with me that 

when she gave it to him, he asked where she got it. 

Later she discovered that he had taken it to a dentist 

appointment and was proudly showing it off to every-

one. 

Laure grew 

up in NYC -

Queens until 

her senior 

year in high 

school. The 

family 

moved to 

upstate New 

York. It was 

quite the culture shock. She escaped as soon as she 

could and lived in several places in Northern Virginia. 

She and her four children put down roots in Freder-

icksburg, VA. She met her husband, Tom, at a Par-

ents without Partners meeting. Their joke became 

that between her four and his five, they had their own 

baseball team. 

Laureôs mother sewed, but try as she might, she 

couldnôt teach her daughter how to sew. Laure took 

up hand work ï becoming so good at it, she won a 

red ribbon! 

She tried her hand at machine sewing again when 

she had her first child. She was making quilts, but 

they were pieced by hand. It wasnôt until she tried a 

Quilt-in-a-Day. She was hooked! 

Laure volunteered to do this yearôs Day of Sharing 

(Oct. 5). She figured she could do it since she had 

set up knitting retreats in Hershey, PA. She planned 

everything including games, prizes, and contests. 

She had also planned several events for charities. 

Laure is also running the Quilt Sales at the quilt show 

in April. 

Chris Gillespie 

Part of the fun of writing these ñSpotlightsò is I get to 

chat with some very interesting characters. Most of 

my interviews take around three hours. Luckily Cre-

ma Brew doesnôt mind us taking up space! 

Chris was born in Pennsylvania but grew up in New 

York (state ï not the city). She started dating a guy 

named Bill and theyôve been together ever since. 

They have two boys, and three grandkids. 

Chrisô working life proved she could be a jack of all 

trades, working for Eastern Kodak, Philips Electric, 

and last Sara Lee. These jobs have taken her family 

to Ohio, Michigan, Mississip-

pi, and Chicago. 

While in Chicago, her hus-

band met a fellow boat en-

thusiast at the Lake Michi-

gan Marina. George Najari-

an. When the wives met, a 

great friendship was formed. 

When Chris and Bill retired 

in 2006, they decided to 

take on the ñGreat Circle 

Routeò which is a continu-

ous waterway that recrea-

tional sailors can travel that 

includes part of the Atlantic, 

Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, 

the Great Lakes, and inland 

rivers of the USôs heartland. Anyone who completes 

the journey is given the official title of ñLooperò. As 

they began their travels, they decided to visit the 

Najarians who had moved to our area. The Gilles-

pies also fell in love with the area, bought some land 

a built a home on the Neuse River. 

Although Chris knew how to sew, she always said 

she would learn to quilt when she retired. In 2009, 

she and Dorothy joined TRQG. Chris has since held 

the positions of VP Programs, president, and Quilt 

Show Chair. She has a strong attachment to the 

óBest Quilt Show in Eastern NCò, believing its pur-

pose is to show the value of quilting and the love of 

quilting through education and programs. 

On occasion, Chris admits, she may be a little out-

spoken when it comes to our guild, but she told me 

ñI am extremely loyal to things I care about.ò 

.ȅ WŀƴŜǘ hƭǎŜƴ 
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REMINDER: 2025 TRQG CHALLENGE QUILT 

Join the fun as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Twin Rivers Quilters 

Guild, which was established in 1983. We are now in our fourth decade of quilt-

ing together! 

Your quilt can be a design of your choosing, but you MUST abide by the 

following rules. 

1. Your quilt cannot exceed a circumference of 120 

inches. For example, it could be: 

a. 30ò x 30ò 

b. 20ò by 40ò or 40ò by 20ò 

c. It can be smaller if you prefer to make a mini quilt. 

2. In salute to our show theme ñOne Stitch at a Timeò 

the quilt must have at least one decorative stitch, 

either machine or hand. 

3. In tribute to Helen Williams, one of the guildôs found-

ers, and her love for half-square triangles, your quilt 

must contain at least one half-square triangle.  

4. Because it is our guildôs Ruby Anniversary, your 

quilt must contain something ruby red.  

5. This challenge is for TRQG members only.  

The challenge quilts will be a category of our TRQG 

quilt show on April 11-12, 2025. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Claudia Moran or Chris Babich.  

Quilt Show News: One Stitch at a Time  

April 11 -12, 2025 

SHOW RIBBON COMMITTEE 

Thank you to the 11 Ladies who helped to as-

semble the ribbons destined to be awarded to 

winners of the quilt show.  We have nearly all 

the ribbons done, however we are awaiting the 

arrival of supplies from one of the manufactur-

ers.  We expect to have only one more meeting 

before our task is complete.     

Thanks to all the ladies: Emily Lewandowski, 

Kathy Farrar, Karen Shoch, Barb Scavuzzo, 

Lynette Keeley, Cathy Cox, Claudia Moran, San-

dra Egolf,  Alvina Diello, Jenny Nebe and Bren-

da Parrish.  It was Alvina's and Lynette's first 

meeting with uséyou are always welcome back! 

Our next meeting will be announced in advance, 

when it's scheduled.    

--Mary Daugherty 

 

There are just  

three words  
every Southerner  

wants to hearé 

I love you 

Low humidity today  
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ĤǃШ~ŔĦőĲũũĲШxċƓőċů 

ыΞΝΜьΥΡΥ-ΣΟΦΦбШ
ůŔĦőĲũũĲѻƣƖċƻĲũċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲƚĤǃůŔĦőĲũũĲЮĦŸů 

ÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШŸŰũŔŰĲШċƣШ
ƽƽƽЮƕƨŔũƣŔŰŊċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲƚƓƖŸЮĦŸů 
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